
                                        Welcome to 

Temple Beth Shalom

Temple Beth Shalom was founded in 1982 by a small group of Jewish families who recognized the need for a Reform Jewish identity in Polk County, Florida.  We associated immediately with the Union for Reform Judaism.   During the early years, we gathered in facilities leased from schools, churches, and community organizations.  Our first years of Religious School were held in a chandelier showroom. 

In the early 90’s, we purchased land on Bradbury Road midway between Winter Haven and Lakeland. On April 26, 2003, 21 years after our first meeting, we dedicated our own building.  Along with the sanctuary, our facility includes a social hall, two classrooms, a kitchen, a library with a collection of children’s books as well as contemporary fiction and non-fiction for adults, and an office which also serves as the rabbi’s study. The building is located on a lovely, landscaped lot that is large enough for future expansion. 

Beth Shalom is a welcoming congregation. Our membership includes families and singles from throughout Polk County.  Our greatest benefit might be our size: we are large enough to satisfy the needs of our members yet small enough to provide a relaxed setting with genuine warmth and friendliness.  We welcome interfaith families.
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Our religious services are designed to meet the needs of a diverse congregation. Men and women participate equally in all activities. Our services have a mixture of English and Hebrew.  Our Congregation likes to sing; we are led by a small choir, the Shabbatonz.  Kippot and Tallit are available for optional use. 

Rabbi Frank Sundheim has been with us since 2009.  He joins us two weekends each month for Friday evening services, adult education, student confirmation classes, Bar and Bat Mitzvah lessons, and other special activities.  He also officiates at our High Holiday services.  He is available for conversion classes.  

During his career, Rabbi Sundheim was a U.S. Military Chaplain at Fort Sill Oklahoma, and he served congregations in Huntington West Virginia and Tampa Florida.  Rabbi was also Regional Director of the Southeast Council of the URJ (formerly UAHC). As such, he was involved in the founding and development of our temple. He has provided leadership roles in National Reform Judaism including the Southeast Association CCAR, the National of Board of UAHC, and most recently the National Association of Retired Rabbis President.

In our first year, Temple Beth Shalom was privileged to acquire a rescued Czech Holocaust Torah from Caslav-Golcuv- Jenikov.  The Torah is on permanent loan from the Westminster Synagogue in London.  After an additional 25 years of use, it has become very fragile, and in 2011, we dedicated a new Torah for daily use.  Both Torahs occupy a place of honor in our ark.

As participation in life-cycle events is an important part of Jewish family life, Beth Shalom provides a setting for all observances including baby naming, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, marriage, funerals, and minyans for shivah. We own a Jewish Cemetery located within the Rolling Hills Cemetery of Winter Haven. 

For High Holiday services Temple Beth Shalom uses the Gates of Repentance prayer books. Copies are available for everyone.  A reception follows the Rosh Hashanah evening service, and a break-the-fast follows the Yom Kippur Neilah and Havdalah service. A special service for children is held Yom Kippur afternoon at the same time as the Yizkor service. Contributions are gratefully accepted.  Donations made by non-members may be applied toward membership.

Other religious holidays—Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Chanukah, Purim, and Shavuot—are typically celebrated with family services at the Friday evening Shabbat service, which falls closest to the holiday. A community seder is held on the second night of Passover.
Religious School meets Sunday mornings during the academic year. Classes are for children in kindergarten through confirmation. In addition to classroom instruction, the school sponsors a Chanukah party, a Purim carnival, a Passover Model Seder, a special Shabbat service with student participation, and a year-end family social. 

Volunteer teachers provide religious education to our children.  We use text books published by the URJ and Behrman House, materials found on the internet, and the imagination of our parents and teachers to provide a Jewish atmosphere in a community with a very small Jewish population.  One of the best things about our school is the fun and friendship experienced by our young people every Sunday morning.

Beth Shalom also offers a variety of social and educational programs including restaurant outings, mahjong afternoons, covered dish dinners, movie nights, family picnics, theater parties, a book club, and adult education groups. We have an active Brotherhood and Sisterhood.   Committee participation is encouraged. Through our website and Email publication Chai Lites, we reach the greater Jewish community in Polk County.  We also produce an annual membership directory and calendar.   The calendar is available on our website.
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We are very proud of Beth Shalom. We hope you will to take advantage of the many activities our congregation offers and experience the joy and camaraderie of being part of a Jewish identity in Polk County. We invite members of the community to visit our temple and get acquainted. 

If you have any questions or comments, please call us at 863-292-0722, or contact us through our website: www.bethshalompolk.org.
Membership applications can be downloaded from the website.
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A member of the

Union for Reform Judaism

Rabbi Frank Sundheim, D.D.

Sandi Grinker, President

1029 Bradbury Road

Winter Haven, FL 33881

P.O. Box 313

Winter Haven, Fl 33882-0313

(863) 292 0722
www.bethshalompolk.org

